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For production of high-volume OEM machines, the new ABB
FlashDrop (MFDT-01) tool dramatically reduces programming time,
costs — and provides a safer working environment

(No need to power the drive; use new tool to flash in parameter sets in seconds)

NEW BERLIN, WI, July 24, 2007 . . . The new ABB FlashDrop is a powerful palm-sized tool for fast and easy
parameter selection and setting. The tool can copy parameters between two identical drives, or between a PC and a
drive, making it ideal for high-volume customization of machines.

With the FlashDrop (MFDT-01) tool, the drive doesn’t need to be unpackaged, or connected to the mains. “Simply
open the top of the box and seat the FlashDrop wand into the access point built into the ABB Low Voltage drives,

and they are programmed in as little as three seconds,” notes Michael Mikolajczak, product line manager for ABB’s
ACS50, ACS150, ACS350 and ACS/H550 drive lines.

“And, for distributors, machine builders and system integrators who need identical programming across a host of
drives for machine production or repeatable processes, this tool ensures exact replication of programming — and
minimizes the labor/costs requited to achieve it,” he said.

Faster Volume Customization - FlashDrop DrivePM PC Software

DrivePM (Drive Parameter Manager) is a software tool, included within the FlashDrop package, to create, edit and
copy parameter sets. FlashDrop stores a maximum of 20 unique parameter sets and, if needed, the parameters can
be adjusted within the tool. The user selects a parameter set and, via pushing one button, the parameters are
downloaded from the FlashDrop tool to each drive in less than three seconds. This quickens commissioning times
dramatically, especially with multiple drives.

“The tool makes it easy to achieve very fast, exactly repeated production, and removes the variation that can affect
an OEM’s potential quality issue related to varied programming across hundreds, or even thousands, of units,” said
Mikolajczak.

Safer Working Environment

The robust FlashDrop tool is battery-operated, and can be used at installation sites, or at the premises of a
distributor. The drives are not connected to the mains during parameter setting, an additional benefit that enhances
the safety of the assemblers.

The FlashDrop user can hide each parameter/group from the drive’s display, which means that the drive user does
not see the parameter/group at all. This protects the drive and connected machinery, while the drive users see only
parameters relevant for their respective application.



ABB FlashDrop (MFDT-01) Package Includes:

-- FlashDrop tool;

-- DrivePM software (CD-Rom);

-- User’s manual (hard copy and PDF);

-- RS232 cable for connection between PC and the FlashDrop tool ; and
-- Battery charger.

Compatibility with ABB Drives

The FlashDrop tool is compatible with the following ABB drives:
-- ACS150 (v1.31b+);

-- ACS350 (v2.41a+);

-- ACS550 (v 3.11a+, May 7, 2007+) R1-R6 frames; and

-- ACH550 (v 3.11a+, May 7, 2007+) R1-R6 frames.

ABB, Automation Products, Low Voltage Drives, is the world's largest manufacturer of electric motors and drives.
In the USA, an integrated channel of sales representatives, distributors, and system integrators allow ABB, New
Berlin, Wisconsin, to supply a complete line of energy-efficient electric drives, motors and engineered drive systems
to a wide range of industrial and commercial customers. Products manufactured include AC and DC variable speed
drives for electric motors from 1/8th through 135,000 HP, and application-specific drive system solutions to meet
diverse customer needs (http://www.abb.us/drives).

ABB (www.abb.com) is a leader in power and automation technologies that enable utility and industry customers to
improve their performance while lowering environmental impact. The ABB Group of companies operates in
around 100 countries and employs about 109,000 people.

The FlashDrop Kit from ABB.



ABB ACS150/350/550 and ACH550 drives can be programmed in their packaging box — with FlashDrop.
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